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Free Parish magazine for St Mary Church, Kippington. 
 

Please take a copy. 
 

Our mission … 
To be a bridge between God and our community 

sharing the love of Jesus and  
growing in worship, welcome and witness 



 

Home groups and prayer opportunities for you to join us 
 
Home Groups: 

 
If you are interested in joining either of the 
groups listed below, do please phone the 
designated leader.  You are always assured a 
warm welcome.  Please remember that our 
groups meet on a fortnightly basis, unless 
otherwise indicated. 

 

 
 
 

Tuesdays at 8.00pm Lisa Cornell   
   

14th and 28th November fortnightly. 
 

Any new members are very welcome. 

 
 
 

 
Wednesdays at 10.00am 

 
Joan Taylor 

 
 

 
8th and 22nd November, then 6th December. 
 
We are studying the “I am” sayings of Christ and invite you to join us. 
 

 
 

Hour of Prayer at 7.30pm David Kitley  
 

The monthly hour of prayer will be held on Tuesday 28th November, in the Vicarage.   
 

We invite you to join us to pray for our church family, that we may grow in faith and love 
and be an increasing blessing to our neighbourhood and our town. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Thank you to you all for your generous donations at Harvest!  Not only did you give richly 
in goods for the Sevenoaks Food Bank, but also you dug into your pockets and purses to 
give towards feed refugees in Burundi – nearly £1650 after Gift Aid is added. 

It is just a few days since I returned from a visit to that country.  I did not see any refugees;  
they are in camps further south.  Many more are in Tanzania, from whence they are  now 
in the process of being expelled, as Tanzania does not have the resources to feed them.  
So your gifts will be much appreciated and may well save people’s lives.  They say ‘thank 
you!’  And a thank you from me also, for your prayers for safety on my journeys. 

Whilst refugees were absent from the Capital, Bujumbura, the army was very much in 
evidence – men with machine guns at every vantage point.  Twelve years of civil war 
ended around 2006, but the atmosphere is tense, particularly after some ‘troubles’ in 2015.  
Since that time, much international aid has been withdrawn from the country, and this 
certainly has not helped!  There are massive queues for petrol; one taxi driver told me he 
had waited 6 hours till getting fuel at 3am. 

In spite of the circumstances – or maybe because of it – I was made extraordinarily 
welcome!  I had gone to attend a church congress, but by coincidence (one of God’s 
coincidences?) the village I lived in during my early teens had just become a Diocese, its 
first Bishop consecrated in August. I had not been back to that village since 1969. A 
mutual Burundian friend (whom I ‘happened’ to meet at a funeral in England two years 
ago) made contact with him, at which point he offered to drive me there.  Another visitor, 
Jennifer, had lived there also as a child, so she was able to come. 

The Bishop met us both at the airport.  He was able to come through all the gates to where 
I was fumbling with getting my visa, and was immediately helpful.  Outside was a further 
group of his team, who had come specially! The following day he drove me and Jennifer – 
with four or five others – up out of the great Rift Valley, 4,000 feet up into the hills to 
Buhiga.  To welcome us there was a troop of drummers in traditional dress, leaping, 
singing, and beating enormous cowhide drums!  Unforgettable…! 

The village had been occupied by 2,000 refugees during the war.  Perhaps that was why 
all the beautiful purple flowering jacaranda trees that I remember, had gone – probably 
chopped down for cooking.  But our home was still there; unoccupied, needing repair – but 
definitely the place.  I was moved as we went inside, recalling a happy and peaceful family 
home with my parents, now long gone. 

The schools in the village are much in need of repair.  Leaking roofs need replacing, with 
many other needs.  I would love to raise some funds to bring about some refurbishment, to 
encourage very poorly equipped head teachers and staff.  Would anybody like to help??  
We were able to leave several second-hand laptops for the Bishop to allocate as he saw 
fit. 

A short visit, a lasting impression, before we had back to the capital and its tensions again. 
But there is much there that is encouraging.  There are Christians whose stories are 



 

deeply inspiring.  Do look at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NvWCm1B2TY !  I heard 
of one man, whose name I did not note, so I shall refer to as N.  During the war, he had to  
stand and watch as enemies buried his father alive.  He has since forgiven the leader of 
that gang.  Later that man died, leaving his children defenceless and poor.  N is now 
paying for their schooling – paying for the education of the children of the man who 
brought about his father’s death…    

I am reminded of the words of St Paul who said ‘Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good’ (Romans 12:21) Will we let this story inspire us – in this month 
which included Remembrance Sunday?   I hope so. 

With love in Christ 

  

‘I was fostered,’ 

said the young woman.  ‘Many fosterings are good, but in my case i was moved three 
times.  I eventually found a family who loved me and accepted me – but they were a street 
gang.  I got into crime, drug dealing, and at the age of 20, found myself locked into a 
prison cell 23 hours each day...’ 
 

‘Many years have gone by.  I have two children of my own now.  I am learning how to be a 
parent; I have no example to follow, and I still have issues from my past.  In this I am very 
much supported by my parish church in Welling.’ 
 

This young woman, Billy-Jo O’Leary, then told us – at Sevenoaks Deanery Synod on 
October 18th - about the following plan: 
 

The Diocese of Rochester has chosen to partner with Christian fostering and adoption 
charity Home for Good and the charitable fostering and adoption agency Diagrama 
Foundation to highlight the need for more foster carers and adopters across the Diocese. 
Recent figures show there are over 1,700 children in care across the areas the Diocese 
covers. The majority are in foster care. There are also 120 children awaiting adoption, 15 
children waiting over 18 months for a family. 
 

Bishop James wants to encourage congregations to find out more, by contacting 
Home for Good or attending one of the many information evenings that Home for Good 
and Diagrama will be running across the Diocese between now and March 2018. 
 

Find out more about the need here  www.homeforgood.org.uk/kent.  You can also follow 
the campaign on Facebook to get updates on events happening in your area here 
facebook.com/homeforgoodkent.  You can contact Home for Good on 0300 001 0995 or 
email kent@homeforgood.org.uk. 
 

You are invited to meet Billy-Jo and hear more about this plan.  A meeting for this 
district has been arranged for Wednesday November 22nd, 7.30, at St Nicholas’ Church, 
Sevenoaks.   
 

Maybe you could give a child a home? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NvWCm1B2TY
http://www.homeforgood.org.uk/kent
mailto:kent@homeforgood.org.uk


 

You are invited to Rochester Cathedral 
on Saturday 4th of November 

 

The Diocese is set to celebrate the launch of its new vision ‘Called Together’ at 
Rochester Cathedral on Saturday 4 November. There will be ‘contemporary worship’ at 
1pm, followed by an chance to look at plans and exhibits, before Bishop James launches 
the vision when he speaks at 2.30pm.  There will be further space to look at plans, before 
Choral Evensong at 4pm. 

The result of a year-long process of conversation, listening and prayer, the plan will guide 
and shape the activity and mission of each and every person that makes up the Diocese 
for the next five years.  

Large numbers of people from across each archdeaconry responded to the call to discern 
what the Holy Spirit might be calling them to do and be in their local setting, as well as 
what needed to change. People took part in groups or as individuals, and included 
parishes, chaplaincies, schools, deaneries, home-groups and a variety of local settings.  

Through this engagement, three key priorities have been developed; Growing disciples, 
Enriching communities, Resourcing mission and ministry - with each priority having 
specific areas of work attached to them.  

Speaking ahead of the launch, Bishop James Langstaff said that so much good work 
already takes place around the three themes, but that the new vision seeks to draw all 
these activities together in a common purpose: 

”I’m excited to be able to present this vision to the parishes, and all the organisations and 
ecumenical partners that work with us. This is because it has not been the work of one 
person, but has come from the dynamic engagement of all those across the Diocese who 
prayed, talked and shared their thoughts with us.” 

All welcome to join the launch 

Everyone of every age is welcome to attend the launch, which will include a mixture of 
contemporary and traditional worship, a market-place area, and an official introduction to 
the vision by Bishop James taking place at 2.30pm 

More details and how to register your interest to attend can be found on the Diocese of 
Rochester website – www.rochester.anglican.org 

Called Together – How you can get involved 

Don’t worry if you can’t attend. There will be lots of opportunities to join in online, including 
a live stream of the events on Facebook, so follow the Diocese on social media for 
updates. (Facebook: CofE Diocese of Rochester / Twitter: @SeeOfRochester) 

Called Together resources will be available to download from the website on the day of the 
launch, and a series of local roadshows will also take place in each archdeaconry early in 
2018.  

 

http://www.rochester.anglican.org/


 

RESPONSE TO SERVICES QUESTIONNAIRE 2017 
 
Many thanks to all the 56 people who returned the questionnaire. Overall it is fair to say 
that we seem to have got the balance about right in our services – however there are a 
number of points which need to be addressed. The idea of this article is to give a brief 
overview of the feedback and to indicate what this might mean to our Church family as we 
look ahead. 
 
Who responded? 
There was a very good mix of responses, as can be 
seen from the chart in Figure 1 and from the fact that 
the range of services attended broadly reflects the 
numbers of people we see at each service. The ‘open 
questions’ at the end of the questionnaire had a wide 
range of thoughtful responses – an average of over 
forty comments per question. 
 
What time should the morning service be? 
One of the main drivers for the questionnaire was to see if 
the morning service could be better timed, and in particular 
if the Family Service should take place later in the day to 
avoid clashing with children’s sport. However there was 
little demand for this, and in fact the small minority who 
would prefer a different time wanted it to be earlier rather 
than later. If there were to be a change the most popular 

time would be 10am, but even this was seen as “less 
convenient than now” by 15% of 10.30 attendees. One 
PCC member is taking forward the idea of a Home Group 
for parents unable to attend Church on Sunday mornings, 
as a better way to address the ‘Sunday sport’ issue, and 
the initial response to this has been very positive.  
 
The PCC has discussed these findings, and agreed that the 
timings of our services should not change. 
 
What do people feel about our services? 
As might be expected, a wide range of views was 
expressed! While a small minority disliked either the 
Book of Common Prayer or (at the opposite end of 
the spectrum) modern forms of worship, the vast 
majority appreciated that we seek to offer a wide 
range of services in order to respect different 
preferences – as per our Mission Statement. This 
majority was happy to attend all forms of service even 
though they might express a clear preference for one 
form or another.  
The idea of introducing a modern form of Morning 
Prayer was well received (roughly equal to the current 
modern language Communion), so we should 
consider introducing this - without dropping the 
current Book of Common Prayer version even though the latter is less popular overall. 
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“What does the service need to include, to be helpful to you or your family?” 
Most people were very happy!   Most of the comments related to music: 

¶ Four wanted more modern hymns 

¶ Two wanted more traditional hymns 

¶ Two wanted more recognisable ones 

¶ Others wanted a mix of all types, praising what we have today – covering both the 
Choir and the Music Group 

 So maybe we have got it about right… 
 
“What is not helpful to you or your family in the service?” 
Most comments related to the length of the sermon or to the overall service, some asking 
for a reliable and fixed end time. We do aim to keep the length of family services to 45  
minutes. Other services may need to be 70-75 minutes (e.g. if we have a visiting speaker, 
prayers for healing, multiple baptisms etc.) but, in such cases, we do try to curtail other 
elements of the service (e.g. long hymns) wherever we can. The point about long and 
rambling sermons is taken!  The PCC and Standing Committee will keep this in mind; 
maybe one thing that would help would be to start promptly at 10.30. 
 
The only other comment raised by more than one person was the chanting of psalms. We 
will experiment with having the Psalm at Morning Service sung by the choir only; would it 
help if we had some brief training on how the various markings in the Psalter should guide 
the singing?   
 
Almost half the responses either left this question blank or took the trouble to actually write 
“Nothing”. 
 
“Please list what you appreciate about our life as a church family”. 
While it would be wrong to be complacent, respondents were very positive about our 
church life. Almost half mentioned our fellowship, sense of community, prayer and caring 
for those in need, the value of having the Parish Centre, and so on. While we are well 
regarded as welcoming and supportive, a couple of people said that (with the notable 
exceptions of David and Cathie!) we could be better at welcoming newcomers. With that in 
mind we will look at reintroducing the idea of a Welcome Team in Church and at the 
centre afterwards. 
 
“Please list any needs that as a church we are failing to meet at this time”. 
Nothing stood out here:  half the responses left this section blank and another seven wrote 
“Nothing”!  

¶ Five referred to a need for better integration of young and old 

¶ Four asked for more, or more effective, outreach 

¶ Three asked for more social events, prayer meetings and / or house groups 

The Standing Committee and PCC will be thinking how to address these points. 

 

Once again, thank you to all who responded. If you have any specific comments or 
questions, or if you would like to see a detailed summary of the responses, please contact 
Chris Saunders at kippingtontreasurer@hotmail.co.uk.  

Chris Saunders 

 



 

Commemorating ‘Reformation 1517’ 
 
The Presidents of Churches Together in England, who represent all the Western traditions 
of the Church, have issued the following statement:   
 

We encourage all churches in England to mark the 500th anniversary of the  
Reformation with sensitivity as we acknowledge our unity in Christ. We have learnt over 
the past century that unity is achieved by walking together, and we  have grown in 
communion, friendship, reconciliation and healing. During this anniversary we want to be 
able to listen to the truth that is in each other, to hear our different stories, and build 
bridges of deeper understanding and respect. 
 

We encourage the churches in England to mark this anniversary together in 
the spirit of FIVE R’s 

 

REJOICING – because of the joy in the gospel which we share, and because what we 

have in common is greater than that which divides: and that God is patient with our 
divisions, that we are coming back together and can learn from each other. 
 

REMEMBERING – because all three streams of the Reformation have had witnesses 

and one church’s celebration could be another’s painful memory; and yet all believed they 
acted in the cause of the gospel of Jesus Christ for their time. 
 

REFORMING – because the Church needs always to grow closer to Christ, and 

therefore closer to all who proclaim him Lord, and it is by the mutual witness of faith that 
we will approach the unity for which Christ prayed for his followers. 
 

REPENTING – because the splintering of our unity led us to form stereotypes and 

prejudices about each other’s traditions which have far too often diverted our attention 
from our calling as witnesses together to the mercy of God in proclamation and service to 
the world. 
 

RECONCILING – because the call to oneness in Christ begins from the perspective of 

unity not division, strengthening what is held in common, even though the differences are 
more easily seen and experiences. 
 
In national and local events, whether together or separately, we pray that our churches 
may honour each other and give thanks for our growing friendship and fellowship in the 
Gospel. 
 
MARTIN LUTHER, born in 1483 the son of a miner, studied law and philosophy at 
university and then joined an Augustinian monastic community. He was ordained a priest 
in 1507 and become a lecturer at Wittenberg University in 1508, from which time he 
occupied his mind with the relationship between law and the gospel. He began to grasp 
the significance of justification by faith and became critical of some of the church’s 
teaching and practice. The sale of indulgences in Wittenberg strengthened his questioning 
attitude to the church, and on 31st October 1517 he posted his 95 theses on the door of the 
Castle church, intending to raise a healthy debate on the questions of merit and 
forgiveness. He was amazed by the amount of general interest, and by the hostile 
reception from church authorities. He refused to change his views, and after publishing his 
five great Reformation treaties in 1520, was excommunicated. 
 



 

Rev Gareth West has kindly explained the above as follows: 
Indulgences were bought to reduce the amount of time you or a loved one spent in the 
waiting room before being admitted to heaven. The Church made a lot of money, for 
example, it paid for St Peter’s in the Vatican, out of the sale of forgiveness. Luther felt only 
God could forgive and that God would forgive freely, not at a price. This would have made 
it difficult for the church financially. 
 
The 95 theses were topics that Luther thought should be debated. Indulgencies took up a 
number, but also the availability of services and even the Bible in German or other local 
language rather than being the secret documents consulted by the clergy only. From his 
studies Luther realised that the Church often gave a limited translation of key words that 
worked to its own advantage. Within weeks Luther nailing his subjects for discussion on 
the church door, they had been printed and distributed throughout Germany and beyond. 
Luther wanted to reform the Church, separation from Rome and its demands, the end to 
the belief in Transubtantiation – the belief that bread and wine is changed into the body 
and blood of Christ, an end of clergy celibacy, abolishment of masses for the dead, 
pilgrimage as a way of earning forgiveness, religious orders and other Catholic practices. 
 
While taking refuge in the Castle of Warburg, Luther began to translate the Bible into 
German and to write hymns – and also married a former nun! For the rest of his life he was 
active in promoting what he saw as the reformation rather than destruction of the church.  
 
It is said that Luther ‘expressed profound thought in the clearest language, bringing the 
truth home to the heart of the common people. His hymns (he wrote 37) were soon in 
popular use and accompanied the Reformation in its triumphant march through German 
lands, proving to be effective missionaries.’ One of his most famous hymns is ‘A safe 
stronghold our God is still’ (SF623) sung to a melody by Luther, with harmony by Bach. 
 
Sevenoaks Historical Society has arranged for Professor John Coffey of Leicester 
University to give a lecture at St Nicholas Church on Thursday 26th October at 8pm 
      

Valerie Ruddle 
The Drive Methodist Church 

 
 

 
 

Martin Luther 

 



 

Hosting with  
HOSTUK 2017 

ñDo not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares.ò Hebrews 13:2 

How true such advice can be. Hospitality is an equal partnership, the feel-good factor of 
offering it and the delight in receiving it. 

HOST UK is a charity whose mission is to give a welcome to international students in 
British homes for friendship and cultural exchange. Whilst not a faith-based charity, it 
values the offers of hospitality that result from awareness-raising in Churches through 
parish news and word of mouth.  

If you are unable to travel abroad, have “abroad” come to you! Our students are both 
curious and fascinated by our traditions and happy to fully participate in everyday life. If 
you have a curiosity about exotic places, or desire to improve a second language, or want 
your children to encounter those of other cultures and countries, we can offer all of this. 
Our international students bring something really special to such a visit and experiences 
become treasured memories for all and forever.  

Whilst we operate all year round Christmas or New Year is an especially valuable time to 
enjoy welcoming guests into your home.   

Consider what faces the international student this Christmas; a lonely hall of residence 
compounded with the uncertainty of their welcome from a Brexiting Britain. They may also 
be from a country experiencing conflict or natural disaster and if none of this applies, then 
they are invariably far from home, family and loved ones.  

Hospitality can be offered for one day (daytime only), three days and two nights at the 
weekend, or at New Year, or four days and three nights during the Christmas festive 
period.  

The choice is yours. And remember...your offer can be made at any time of the year. 

If you should like to know more please look at our website:   www.hostuk.org    
Or email us on: info@hostuk.org  
Or telephone us on: 020 7739 6292. 

 

 

http://www.hostuk.org/
mailto:info@hostuk.org


 

 
 
 

100 miles for 100 years free First World War Heritage Trails   
- your opportunity  to share memories of a relative or place   

from 1914-1918 

  
Do you have a First World War relative who lived in any of these towns Ashford, 
Canterbury, Dartford, Deal, Dover, Gravesend, Herne Bay, High Brooms, Maidstone, 
Minster, Sheerness, Sevenoaks, Southborough, and Tenterden? Then this is your 
opportunity to have them remembered on a First World War self guided heritage trail. 
  
100 miles for 100 years, a Heritage Lottery Fund funded project, are developing heritage 
trails in all of these areas to be available with the ones we already have developed in 
Appledore, Harbledown, Lydd, Ramsgate and Tonbridge where we already feature family 
memories - see our website www.kentww1.com for the 100 miles trails. 
 
Even if all you have is a local postcard from the period this will show where those people 
from 100 years ago lived, worked or went to school. 
                                               
To share any images or stories with us you can upload via the 
website www.kentww1.com or you can send by e-mail to info@kentww1.com.  
For any queries or if you have a story you want to share you can also  
e-mail darrienne.price@screensouth.org 

  
 David Kitley 

 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Rota 

 

Coffee and tea are served after the 10.30am services 
each Sunday in our church centre, along with drinks 
and biscuits for the children – and grown-ups!  This is a 
great way for us to get to know one another and to 
welcome newcomers.   
 

It is staffed by volunteers!  Please consider helping, 
telephoning Caireen with your offers. 
 

With grateful thanks from everybody! 

 
 
 

http://www.kentww1.com/
http://www.kentww1.com/
mailto:info@kentww1.com
mailto:darrienne.price@screensouth.org


 

EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO 
CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 

 
Wednesday 1st November 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre  
12.30pm Lunch Club with a talk on “Sissinghurst” by Peter Sherwood,  
 a National Trust volunteer  
 
Thursday 2nd November 
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre 
 
Saturday 4th November 
1.00pm ‘Called Together’ - the new vision and strategic aims of the Diocese of 

Rochester – will be launched by Bishop James at Rochester Cathedral.  
Please see separate article. 

 
Sunday 5th November         Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
10.30am    Family Service in the Parish Centre.      Crèche available  
 Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre 
2.30pm Calling for gardening help to clear autumn leaves from the church grounds! 
 Please let Ian Cowdroy (546564) know if you can help. 
6.30pm Choral Evensong led by the Chamber Choir of Kent College, Canterbury 
 Refreshments afterwards in the Parish Centre 
 
Tuesday 7th November 
10 – 12.30pm CHRISTMAS FAIR ‘Bottle Stall’ coffee morning at 

Lynette’s house – 43 Chipstead Park, Chipstead TN13 2SL 
  

Wednesday 8th November 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre  
 
Thursday 9th  November 
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre 
11.15am Holy Communion at Kippington Nursing Home 
 
Sunday 12th November        Twenty-Second Sunday after Trinity 
 REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
 
Our giving today goes towards the work of ‘Combat Stress’  

           
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
10.30am    Morning Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) including the two-minute silence 

at 11.00am and the planting of our poppies around the War Memorial after 
the service 

 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 
 Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre 
 
6.00 – 8.00pm Youth Group ‘FILM NIGHT’ 
 



 

Wednesday 15th November 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre  
 
Thursday 16th November 
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre 
 
Friday 17th November 
Deadline for articles for the DOUBLE ISSUE of Forward Move to cover December and 
also January and beginning of February 2018 
 
7.45pm ‘Christmas Pudding Making’ – at 57 Brittains Lane.   
  Join us for mulled wine and mince pies as Tracy shows us how  
  to prepare a wonderful Christmas Pudding.  All ingredients supplied. 
 
 
Sunday 19th November        Twenty-Third Sunday after Trinity 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
10.30am    Holy Communion (Common Worship) and Baptism of 
 Beau Reilly and Oscar Tucker 
 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche 
 Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre 
 
Wednesday 22nd November 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre  
7.30pm ‘Home for Good’ – a presentation encouraging the fostering and adoption of 
 children – please see magazine article about this. 
 
Thursday 23rd November 
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre 
 
Saturday 25th November  
10.30 – 3.00pm KIPPINGTON TRIENNIAL CHRISTMAS FAIR 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 26th November         Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
10.30am    Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche  
 Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre 
 
Monday 27th November 
8.0pm Church Council meeting in the Wreford Room, Parish Centre 
 
Tuesday 28th November 
7.30pm Hour of Prayer at the Vicarage 
 



 

 
CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 

Sunday 3rd December         ADVENT SUNDAY 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
10.30am    Family Holy Communion in the Parish Centre.  Crèche available  
 Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre 
6.30pm Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) 
3.00 – 5.00pm  Children’s Craft Afternoon in the Parish Centre –  
 for all children age 3 -10 years  
 to make Christmas cards, decorations and small presents.   
 Under-fives should be accompanied by an adult. 
 Cost (including light refreshments) £6.00 per child or family ticket £15.00 
 Please contact Jean Day on day@kent2.co.uk to book places 
  
6.00-8.00pm   Youth Group – ‘CHRISTMAS FUN’ 
6.30pm Advent Carols at St Mary’s Riverhead – Churches of the ‘North-West 

Fellowship’ joint gathering 
 
Wednesday 6th December 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre  
12.30pm Lunch Club ‘Christmas Lunch’ with entertainment  
 “A Box of Christmas Delights”.  There will also be a Cake Stall  
 
Thursday 7th November 
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre 
 
Sunday 10th December        Second Sunday in Advent 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)  
10.30am    Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche  
 Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre 
5.00pm Christingle Service in Church followed by tea in the Parish Centre 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 13th December 6.00pm Solefield School Carol Service 
 
Sunday 17th December 5.00pm  Kippington Carol Service 
 
Monday 18th December     7.00 – 8.00pm Carol Singing at Sevenoaks Station 
  
Sunday 24th December       10.30am  Holy Communion with Carol ’Songs of Praise’ 
  3.00pm  Nativity Service 
  11.30am Midnight Communion 
 
Monday 25th December - CHRISTMAS DAY!  8.00am  Holy Communion 
  10.30am Family Service 

mailto:day@kent2.co.uk


 

 

 
CHRISTMAS FAIR 2017 

 
BOTTLE STALL 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

Lynette, Jenny & Pauline invite you to a 
 
 

COFFEE MORNING WITH RAFFLE ON  
TUESDAY 7th NOVEMBER 

 
DO COME AND JOIN US 

 
at 
 

Lynette’s house 
 
 

from 
 
 
 

10.00 – 12.30pm 
 

Donate a bottle or two in exchange for coffee/tea and cake! 
(If you have too many to carry!!! we would be happy to collect) 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Christmas Fair 2017 
25th November 

 
 

We are only a few weeks away from the Christmas Fair!  How did that happen? 
 
 

The date – Saturday 25th November 
 

The time - 10.30am to 3.30pm 
 

The proceeds - 50% to Save the Children  
and the balance to church repair funds 

 
 
Items are flowing in but lots of help is still needed on the day, for Brenda Ross in the 
kitchen, and also in the main hall, please.   
 
In advance, I would love to have some help with publicity, notices, posters etc.   
 
Contributions of items for sale as follows please to: 
 
Kath Wood - books 
Maggie Moat - jigsaws, toys, games (all clean and checked over please) 
Joan Taylor (Lunch club) - cakes 
Janet Eilbeck - plants (indoor and outdoor plants and arrangements) 
Carolyn Johnston (and Janet) - good quality new or nearly new items for the silent auction, 
raffle and "lifestyle" stalls  
Barbara Craig - Handicrafts 
Jean Day - Jewellery 
Avril Hunter - Jams and produce 
Jenny Gyte - Bottles 
 
Thank you for all your contributions, large and small. 

 
 
 

Janet Eilbeck 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

CHRISTMAS FAIR  
 

There are still a few weeks left to make way for this year’s Christmas Presents 
 

Look through your toy cupboards and donate any unwanted toys to our stall 
Toys for all ages welcome 

(clean and checked to make sure they are complete please) 
 

We would appreciate any contributions, soon 
 

Please call Maggie. 
We will be happy to collect 

 
 
 

******************** 
 
 

Christmas Fair 
 

Come for a trip up the Church Tower, and see the wonderful views to the North Downs 
and beyond 

 

 
 

See what Santa has left behind 
 

 
 

 
 

Count the number of steps and 
win a prize if you get the number 

right 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Guided trips for all that can walk up, and you may get to ring the bell!  Listen out for the 
hand bell during the fair to begin your trip. We look forward to seeing you. 

 
Graham Moat  



 

I’M IN A JAM! 
PLEASE HELP! 

 
It’s only a few weeks now until our Triennial Christmas Fair on November 25th and I am 
running the Preserves Stall. I have made as much jam as possible but still need more. Any 
donations of marmalade, jam, jelly, chutney etc would be gratefully received. I will be 
making mincemeat nearer the date. I am at church every Thursday and Sunday mornings 
so please let me have any donations. I can collect if you can’t get to church. Finally, please 
come on the day and help us raise funds for the church and our chosen charity. 
 

Avril Hunter 
 
 

******************** 
 

Christmas Fair 
Cake Stall 

 

 
 
 
As usual, Kippington Lunch Club and the Church Family are running the Cake Stall and we 
invite everyone to get baking.  Please bring your cakes to the Centre either during the 
Friday evening before, or on the morning of the Fair. 
 
Please clearly mark your cakes as either:   
Gluten Free 
Contains Nuts 
Can Be Frozen, or  
Been Previously Frozen. 
 
Thank you. 

Joan Taylor 

 



 

Sunday 3 December 2017 
from 3.00 - 5.00pm  

in St Maryõs Parish Centre 
  

 

 

 

 

All children (aged 3 ð10) are invited  

to make Christmas cards, decorations and small presents.   

Please can under -fives are accompanied by an adult.  

  

The cost will be £6.00 each  

with a family ticket for £15.00  

(including light refreshments).  

  

It will  be very helpful to know how many children are coming - 

so please contact Jean Day on 01732 461894 or day@kent2.co.uk  

  

Adults are invited to come for tea and cakes from 4.30pm.  

 
 

******************** 
 

Lunch Club 
 
By the time most of you read this, we will all be a lot wiser about “Sissinghurst Garden”. 
So now it is the time to put our aprons on and get baking our cakes for the “Cake Stall” 
at Kippington Christmas Fair on Saturday 25th November, see separate notice. 
 

Then it is time to celebrate at our 
Christmas Lunch on December 7th 
with a talk by Gilly Halcrow entitled 

“A Box of Christmas Delights” 
 
If you have any energy left after the Christmas Fair please bring a cake for our Bring and 
Buy Cake Stall, if not could you please bring a donation instead so that we can still provide 
The Clementines for the ‘Loaves and Fishes’ Christmas Boxes.            
 
Thank You. 
  

Joan Taylor 
Chairman  

Kippington Lunch Club 
  

 



 

Readers and Intercessions for November 
 
 

Sunday 5th November Twenty-first after Trinity Fourth before Advent  
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
   Matthew 24:1-14 
   
10.30am Family Service To be decided      
  Intercessions  The Parker Family 
 
 
Sunday 12th November Twenty-second after Trinity Third before Advent 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 
   Matthew 25: 1-13    
 
10.30am Holy Communion (CW) 1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 Avril Hunter 
  Matthew 25: 1-13  Irene Rea 
  Intercessions  Dorothy Ashpitel 
 
  
Sunday 19th November Twenty-third after Trinity Second before Advent  
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11 
  Matthew 25: 14-30    
 
10.30am Morning Prayer (BCP) 1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11 Janet Eilbeck 
  Matthew 25: 14-30  Sue Shepherd 
  Intercessions  Stephen Day 
 
 
Sunday 26th November Christ The King or Stir Up Sunday Advent Sunday 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Ephesians 1: 15-23 
  Matthew 25: 31-46     
 
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)  Ephesians 1: 15-23  Joan Taylor 
  Matthew 25: 31-46    Wendy Young 
  Intercessions  Irene Rea 
 
 
 

 

 



 

PRAYERS TO SHARE 
 

 
 

“Oh God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
Be thou our guard while troubles last, and our eternal home.” 

 
 

As November begins, after All Saints Day and All Souls Day, we have our own quiet 
evening Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving, a time for personal grief and 
remembered joys; and a few days later we share in the National Ceremony of 
Remembrance, and in both these services we look back with sadness but also with 
thanksgiving. 
 
 “Almighty God, Father of us all, we who are free to worship you in this quiet place 
 give you our humble thanks for the preservation of our nation and of our way 
 of life.  We remember before you the young men and women who, across the 
 generations, have served and continue to serve their country, some of them  
 even unto death.  We give thanks for them and for their courage.  We bring to  
 you those who survived, many still suffering in body and mind, and the  
 families of those who did not survive, asking that they may know the blessing 
 of your peace.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 
 
St Augustine prayed for peace – “O Lord, my God, grant us your peace, the peace which 
knows no end,” and we echo this prayer as we journey on through November.  At the end 
of the month we come to a Sunday dedicated to Christ the King, and there is a hymn with 
the refrain:- 
 

“To Christ the King, sing Alleluia!” 
 
 
Three days later, our minds full of prayer for peace, and of thanksgiving and shouts of 
praise, we find in the lectionary “A Day of Intercession and Thanksgiving for the Missionary 
Work of the Church.”  So here, once again, is our own Mission Prayer, written for us seven 
years ago:- 
 
 “Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for the witness of this church throughout 
 the ages.  Help us in our turn to fulfil the mission to which you are calling us. 
 May we, together, be the bridge over which others can come to find you. 
 Encourage us by your Spirit that we might step out in faith.  Enable us by 
 your Spirit that we might use all that you have given us.  Empower us by 
 your Spirit that our Worship, Welcome and Witness might reflect your love  
 and bring glory to your name.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 

 
 

D.M.A. 
 



 

 

St Nicholas Church, Godstone 
 
We were very lucky to arrive just as the ‘church open’ sign went up outside the lychgate. 
The church is down a narrow lane and, of course, we met a farm vehicle steaming towards 
us (we took avoiding action). Goodness knows where the congregation parks for the 
church, maybe they are bused in! 
 
The church is in the old village, now called Church Town, and was decimated by the Black 
Death in 1342. A church has been here since the 10th century and has been altered over 
time. Inside there is a feeling of spaciousness and the church still retains the wooden pews 
which were installed in 1871, part of Sir George Gilbert Scott’s restoration. There are two 
chapels either side of the chancel, the Macleay chapel and the Evelyn chapel. The 
Macleay chapel has a wonderful multi-coloured marble floor and a wrought iron entrance 
gate. Flora and fauna paintings have been revealed during restoration work. The Evelyn 
tomb has effigies of various members of the family. Behind the altar you will see a 
magnificent reredos with individual mosaic tiles depicting seven figures 
. 
In the churchyard you will find a headstone with a skull and crossbones motif. This is the 
tomb of John Tenchman a pirate and smuggler. Whilst at sea he sailed with Captain Henry 
Morgan a renowned pirate in his day. John returned home and began to smuggle goods, 
old habits die hard. He was caught in an ambush and wounded. He was eventually buried 
in an unmarked grave in the village. However, various ghostly happenings occurred and in 
the end the Rector and Churchwardens of the day agreed that he should be buried in the 
churchyard…where he could be more comfortable. No further ghostly sightings were 
reported. 
 
Whilst on our way to the church on the A25, we passed Jackass Lane and turned around 
in Bullbeggars Lane. Don’t you just love these colourful old names? 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Pat Campbell 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Dear Readers 
 
November is a time for reflection and memories.  This coming Remembrance Sunday, we 
remember not only those lives lost during the two World Wars, but also lives lost much 
more recently than that which we hear about on an almost daily basis. 
 
God has love in his heart for all of us, so why do we not have love in our hearts for each 
other, stranger as well as relative? 
 
I leave you with these haunting words: 
 
 
 

 
 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 
 

by John McCrae, May 1915 
 

 

 

Sue Shepherd 
Editor 

 

 
 



 

ST. MARY KIPPINGTON 

 
 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Rev’d Canon David Kitley, Vicar email:  kitley@clara.net 
  

Rev’d Lynette Leithead, Associate Vicar  
  

Ms Lisa Cornell (Ordinand)  
  

Joan Taylor (Licensed Lay Minister)  
  

Sharon Fishwick (Pastoral Assistant)  
  

CHURCHWARDENS 

Mrs Avril Hunter  

Mrs Brenda Ross  
  

TREASURER 

Mr Chris Saunders kippingtontreasurer@hotmail.co.uk 
  

PLANNED GIVING CO-ORDINATOR 

Zoë Anderson zoe.g.anderson@gmail.com 
  

ORGANIST 

Mr Len Ross  
  

SUNDAY CLUB (3-11 years) 
Mrs Jean Day 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP (11 years plus) 
Mrs Cathie Kitley 

 

CENTRE MANAGER 
Mr Graham Roper 
 
 

OFFICE AT ST. MARY 
Sue Shepherd 

(01732) 451117 
office@stmaryssevenoaks.org 

 
FORWARD MOVE 
forwardmove@hotmail.com 

 
CHURCH WEBSITE 

www.stmaryssevenoaks.org 
 

 

If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of this magazine, please advise 
Sue Shepherd by confirming your postal address via email at 

forwardmove@hotmail.com.  Thank you. 
 

 

mailto:kitley@clara.net
mailto:kippingtontreasurer@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:office@stmaryssevenoaks.org
mailto:forwardmove@hotmail.com
http://www.stmaryssevenoaks.org/

