FORWARD MOVE
May 2017

Our Plant Sale, Sunday 28™ May
2.00 — 4.30pm

Free Parish magazine for St Mary Church, Kippington.

Please take a copy.

Our mission ...
To be a bridge between God and our community
sharing the love of Jesus and
growing in worship, welcome and witness



Home groups and prayer opportunities for you to join us

Home Groups:

If you are interested in joining either of the
groups listed below, do please phone the
designated leader. You are always assured a
warm welcome. Please remember that our
groups meet on a fortnightly basis, unless
otherwise indicated.

Tuesdays at 8.00pm Lisa Cornell
2" 16" and 30™ May at: 134a Kippington Road, fortnightly.

Any new members are very welcome.

Wednesdays at 10.00am Joan Taylor
3" 17" and 31% May at: 44 Woodside Road

We are studying the Book of Hebrews and would welcome anyone who would like to
join us.

Hour of Prayer at 7.30pm David Kitley

This has been cancelled during May as it will be half-term that week..

We invite you to join us to pray for our church family, that we may grow in faith and
love and be an increasing blessing to our neighbourhood and our town.




The Vicar
writes...

A call from the Archbishop

Last year our Archbishop Justin Welby sent out a call to every Church of England
church to set aside special time for prayer for the 10 days from Ascension Day to
Pentecost. There was a very good response to this; the Archbishop said ‘I cannot
remember in my life anything that I've been involved in where | have sensed so
clearly the work of the (Holy) Spirit. This year the leaders of all the other mainline
churches are calling us to join in.

A special website had been created solely for this purpose, called ‘The Kingdom
Come’. | quote from the site: (www.thykingdomcome.global)

‘Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement, which invites Christians around
the world to pray between Ascension and Pentecost for more people to come to
know Jesus Christ. What started out as an invitation from the Archbishops’ of
Canterbury and York in 2016 to the Church of England has grown into an
international and ecumenical call to prayer.’

What is it all for, you may well ask? More from the website:
The hope is that:

people will commit to pray with God’s world-wide family - as a church, individually or
as a family;O

churches will hold prayer events, such as 24-7 prayer, prayer stations and prayer
walks, across the UK and in other parts of the world;O

people will be empowered through prayer by the Holy Spirit, finding new confidence
to be witnesses for Jesus Christ.

Justin Welby adds: In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our
part in the renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities." In
response to his call, even Cathedrals are setting up what they call ‘Beacon
events’.

How are we going to respond to this? Here in Kippington we are holding a special
evening of praise and prayer on Ascension Day, May 25" at 7.30pm in church. The
service will include both traditional and contemporary hymns and prayers.

We are inviting members of any other churches in Sevenoaks to join us. In the week
of prayer for Christian Unity each January, there are inter-church gatherings across
the town, and | hope this will be the same during this season of special prayer
between May 25™ and Pentecost Sunday, June 4™

| am inviting you to respond to the call of your Archbishop and to be part of what has
become a world-wide movement for prayer. If you are not committed elsewhere, do
join us here on that evening!

With love in Christ,

Den


http://www.thykingdomcome.global/

North West Fellowship Lent midday services and lunches.

| promised those that attended | would advise as to the sum raised for our charity this
year - ‘Friends of The Holy Land’. Following five excellent services and equally
excellent lunches with representatives from the charity who came to address us
briefly at most lunches, | am delighted to advise that | have been able to send them a
cheque for £1,000. There was also a very good response to the Gift Aid envelopes
and this should give them the benefit of almost a further £200. Thank you to those
who attended and also thank you to all those ladies and gents from each church who
gave of their time and skills to produce us such lovely lunches.

Alan Chart
Treasurer of NWF

NEW BEGINNINGS IN APRIL

(r{@’f FtH nerals
) 5" April Wendy Brougham, aged 93
Ce. 10M April  Ralph Whitby, aged 92
Qi) 11" April  Sarah Reeves, aged 45
@/’4[ % @ [11™April  Lady Hester Dick-Lauder, aged 96
O= S | pon April  Pat Creasey, aged 92

Coffee Rota

Coffee and tea are served after the 10.30am services
each Sunday in our church centre, along with drinks
and biscuits for the children — and grown-ups! This is a
great way for us to get to know one another and to
welcome newcomers.

It is staffed by volunteers! Please consider helping,
telephoning Caireen with your offers

With grateful thanks from everybody!




HAVE YOU MET THE TATES?

Teamwork is essential in every organisation. To underscore this point the following
might be considered ...

You've surely heard of the Tate family? They pervade every organisation:

First there’s Dick Tate, who wants to run everything, whilst Ro Tate tries to change
everything. Agi Tate stirs up trouble whenever possible and Irri Tate always lends
him a hand. Whenever new ideas are suggested, Hesi Tate and Vege Tate pour
cold water on them. Imi Tate has no ideas of her own and tries to copy everyone
else. Devas Tate loves to be disruptive, Poten Tate wants to lord it over everyone,
but it is Facili Tate, Cogi Tate and Medi Tate who always save the day and get
everyone pulling together.

Dennis Mihill
St Luke’
Sevenoaks

EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO
CALENDAR FOR MAY

Wednesday 3™ May
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre

Thursday 4™ May
10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre

Saturday 6" May
1.00pm Wedding of Romilly Hibling and Thomas Russell

Sunday 7" May  Third Sunday after Easter
8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am Family Service in Church with the

Baptism of Thomas Dowell

Creche available

Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre
6.30pm Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer)

Wednesday 10" May
9.30am Lunch Club Outing to Borde Hill Gardens. Return 4.15pm
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre

TBA eve Archdeacon’s visitation in the Parish Centre with a service to follow in
church

Thursday 11" May

10.00am Holy Communion

10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre

11.30am Holy Communion at Kippington Nursing Home
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Saturday 13" May
12.30pm Wedding of Rheanna Donaldson and Wayne Johnson

Sunday 14™ May  Fourth Sunday after Easter

8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

10.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship) with the
Baptism of Arthur Parker
Youth Group, Sunday Club and Creche
Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre

START OF CHRISTIAN AID WEEK m

Wednesday 17" May
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre

Thursday 18" May
10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre

Friday 19" May
Deadline for articles for the June issue of ‘Forward Move’

Sunday 21°' May Fifth Sunday after Easter ROGATION SUNDAY
8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am Morning Prayer (Book of Common Prayer)
Youth Group, Sunday Club and Creche
Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre
6.00 — 8.00pm Youth Group Film Night and Popcorn

Wednesday 24" May

10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre

2.00 — 4.00pm A special exhibition at The Drive Methodist about the life of
John Wesley who, onthisdayin1738‘f el t hi s heart strang
and discovered his Christian Faith anew.
(There is a preview there on Sunday 21% May from 4.00 — 6.00pm)

Thursday 25" May ASCENSION DAY

10.00am Holy Communion

10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre

7.30pm Ascensiontide Praise and Prayer at Kippington with members of other
Sevenoaks churches invited



Sunday 28th May Sunday after Ascension Day

8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)

10.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship) with the
Youth Group, Sunday Club and Creche
Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre

2.00pm Grand plant sale in the Parish Centre to raise funds for the new choir
robes. (We need to raise £3,000 — generous donations so far mean we

are half-way there!)

Tuesday 30" May
7.30pm NO Monthly Hour of Prayer this month

Wednesday 31% May
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre

CALENDAR FOR JUNE

Thursday 1% June
10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre

Sunday 4" June

PENTECOST
8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am Family Service in Church.  Creche available
Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre
6.30pm Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer)

Wednesday 7" June
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre

Thursday 8™ June
10.00am Holy Communion
10.45am Coffee and tea in the Parish Centre

Sunday 11" June TRINITY SUNDAY and Church Birthday

8.00am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
10.30am Holy Communion (Common Worship)

Special collection today for ‘Porchlight’ — a Kent-based charity who

work amongst the Homeless
Youth Group, Sunday Club and Creche
Coffee and tea afterwards in the Parish Centre
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12.00noon BOUNCY CASTLE - BRING & SHARE LUNCH -
All welcome to celebrate our Birthday

Christian Aid Week:
standing with refugees
like Neiebar

Nejebar and her family have fled horrors in Afghanistan, where her husband was
threatened with torture and death for being a government worker.

But now they've arrived in Greece, all they have is a tent. They have no other
protection against wind and rain. There’s no school for their five children and they
have no certainty or clear idea of what will happen to them now. They thought
they would stay here for 10 days, but it's already been six months and there’s no
end in sight.

Thanks to the funds raised over many years, Christian Aid has been there for
refugees like Nejebar since 1945, providing essential food, shelter and legal
assistance for people far from home. And we still believe in life before death.

As in the past there will be a house-to-house collection in and
around our parish. Please think seriously about whether you
would be willing to take on a short round convenient to where
you live.

Jean and Stephen Day
day@kent2.co.uk
(01732) 461894



mailto:day@kent2.co.uk

2017 Dates for your Diary

. May 25 at 7.30pm In response the Archbishop’s call to prayer during
Ascensiontide, we shall be holding a service of Praise and Prayer in St
Mary’s. Working through Churches Together in Sevenoaks and District, | am
hoping this will be the first of several ecumenical events during that week, to
which members of all churches are welcome.

. On May 28™ at 2pm GRAND PLANT SALE in aid of church funds, choir robes
specifically. This will take place in the Parish Centre and in the marquee
outside.

. June 11™. We celebrate St Mary’s church birthday. Our collection that day will
be for Porchlight, a charity that works with homeless people, and will include a
short presentation of their work at the 10.30am service. Bouncy Castle, bring-
and-share lunch, tours of the church tower (to be confirmed), and the ice-
cream van will call!

. June 25, 10.30am, the Revd Lynette Leithead will be licensed as our
Associate Vicar at the 10.30am service by our Archdeacon Clive Mansell.
This is good news for us all! His first preaching engagement after he arrived
as Archdeacon of Tonbridge was here at St Mary’s, and now this will be his
final one before retirement!

. August 13™ picnic lunch. Last August we hosted in the vicarage garden a
lunch event whereby people brought sandwiches and we sat together outside.
This was very successful. Hopefully the weather will allow this to proceed. If
not, we shall de-camp to the Parish Centre!

. October 1% - Harvest Sunday!

. November 17" Christmas pudding making evening (!) at Jenny Gyte’s,

. November 25 - Triennial Christmas Fairl We are greatly indebted to Janet
Eilbeck who is kindly organising this event, which will be staged in the Parish
Centre.

You are invited to each of these events and to put them in your diary!

David Kitley



Open Garden for Christian Aid at Bishopscourt
Saturday 13" May, 11.00am to 3.00pm.

Come and support Christian Aid by visiting the garden at Bishopscourt - teas,
wonderful homemade cakes and a plant sale. Entry £2.00. Dogs welcome on a lead,
disabled access to most of the garden.

Bishopscourt, 24 St Margaret’s Street, Rochester, ME1 1TS.
Enquiries to bridget.langstaff@btinternet.com Mobile 07816 8284309.

Saturday 20" May

Kemsing Singers
"Songs of Sea and River"

in the St Edith Hall,
Kemsing, TN15 6NA

at 7.30 pm

A sparkling programme including Stanford's “Songs of the Sea” with baritone
Tom Wood, “Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo”, spirituals including “Michael,
Row the Boat Ashore” and “Deep River” and much more.

Tickets £8, (01959) 523752 or at the door
www.kemsingsingers.com

Demelza House

Could you help Demelza Hospice Care for Children by opening your garden to
friends and neighbours?

Demelza’s Blooming Good Gardens 2017 encourages supporters old and new to
invite friends, family, colleagues and neighbours to share their private outdoor
spaces - perhaps enjoying afternoon tea or a barbecue, in return for a donation.

Choose the best time for your garden to be seen in its full glory; the fundraising tools
on our website will ensure your day is a great success!

At Demelza we offer support to 650 children, young people and families across the
South East - but that’s just a fraction of families who need our help. The money you
raise will go towards Demelza’s care and therapy work. Often, no one can say how
long a child will live - only that they need constant care.

Register your interest to be involved today at: opengardens@demelza.org.uk or
contact our community fundraising team on 01795 845288 or
https://www.demelza.org.uk/support-us/blooming-good-gardens.
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EXHIBITION

JOHN WESLEY
Socilal Reformer

The Drive Methodist Church,
Sevenoaks TN13 3AB

Saturday20” May 10.30am - 1.00pm
Sunday 21% May 4.00pm - 6.00pm
Wednesday 24" May 10.00am - 12noon

2.00pm - 4.00pm

Other times by arrangement- contact Valerie Ruddle
017321 450355 valruddle7@hotmail.co.uk

This exhibition was first shown in Sevenoaks Library
in 1991 to commemorate the btentenary
of the death of John Wesley.
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PLANT SALE

SUNDAY MAY 28
2.00 - 4.30pm

| can't believe it is May already. Thank you all for the many plant pots and sundry
garden items which have arrived on my doorstep. They will be put to good use.

The greenhouse is overflowing, the empty spaces on my terrace are filling up and the
gardens of my friends and neighbours have been visited and choice items selected
and potted up. We will have all the usual favourites and some new plants too, with
my particular thanks to Tessa and Andrew Wells at Mereworth who are allowing me
access to Andrew's late father's collection of tender and perennial plants.

The most important thing is that you come along and bring your friends and family
with you. Tell everyone about the sale and please encourage them to come. As
usual there will be teas and a raffle. If you have any items for sale, | prefer to have
them in advance if possible, so that | can price them up and place them
appropriately, but if necessary, just bring them along on the day. Similarly with
cakes, please let Rosemary know in advance what you can offer and bring it along
on the day.

Finally, if you can't make it on the 28th, please give me a call any time from May 10th
for advance sales (or after sales) and come along to buy from me at home.

Contact details : theeilbecks@aol.com, 07710 397523 or (01732) 462121

With thanks for all your support. See you on 28™

Janet Eilbeck
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Readers and Intercessions Table for May

Sunday 7" May Third Sunday after Easter/Fourth Sunday of Easter
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)  Acts 2:42-47
John 10:1-11
10.30am Family Service in Church  John 10:1-11 Claire Parker
and Baptism of Thomas
Dowell Intercessions and Family
Sunday 14™ May Fourth Sunday after Easter/Fifth Sunday of Easter
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Acts 7:55-end, +8:1a
John 14:1-12
10.30am Holy Communion (CW)  John 14:1-12 Len Ross
and Baptism of
Arthur Parker Intercessions Joan Taylor
Sunday 21°' May Fifth Sunday after Easter/Rogation Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Acts 17:22-31
John 14:15-21

10.30am Morning Prayer (BCP) Acts 17:22-31 Jenny Gyte
John 14:15-21 Geoff Gyte
Intercessions Richard Revess

Sunday 28™ May Sunday after Ascension Day

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Acts 1:1-11
John 17:1-8

10.30am Holy Communion (CW)  Acts 1:1-11 Joan Taylor
John 17:1-8 Heather White
Intercessions Sally Munro
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T
/ PRAYERS TO SHARE

“We bl ess trhatos, presenvatiam,uamd all the blessings of this life,
but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our
Lord Jesus Christ ...

These words, from the Old General Thanksgiving, express the deep thanksgiving we

feel as we live through the weeks from Palm Sunday to Ascension Day. After the

joyful welcome, agonised prayer, betrayal and desertion of Holy Week, and the

unimaginably terrible events of Good Friday, we come to Easter Sunday with very

real thanksgiving. Now, as we travel on, there is time for quiet reflection on these

events, reinforced for me by these words (taken from an Easter hymn) written by St

John of Damascus in the 8" Century.
‘o today, amidst thine own, thou didst
thatthy peacewhi ch ever more passeth human kno

We read that in these weeks the risen Jesus, appearing to his disciples, would greet
them“ Peace be -—-vandwe, todayuséeing all about us the beauty of the
earth, in wild flowers and blossoming of trees, in the songs of birds, the increasing
warmth of the sun, in the first butterflies and bumble bees — here, if we can make
time to stop, to listen and to look, we may find a peace in these words written by
William Penn in the Seventeenth Century.

“l'n the rush and noise of I|ife, as you
yourself and be still. Wait upon God and feel his good presence,
this will carry you through your day. "’

And here is a prayer written about 100 years ago:-

“0O God, we ttiiseartk, oy lmome, forahe wide sky and the

blessed sun, for the salt sea and the running water, for the everlasting hills

and the never-resting winds, for trees and the common grass underfoot.

We thank you for our senses by which we hear the songs of birds, see the
splendour of summer fields, taste of autumn fruits, rejoice in the feel of snow,

and smell the breath of spring.

Grant us a heart wide open to all this beauty, and save our souls from being

so blind that we pass unseeing when even the common thornbush is aflame

with your glory, O God our creator, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen

Having passed through all the seasons, this writer ends with a mention of that
humble shrub, the golden gorse. Aware of all our blessings perhaps our hearts will
be singing from another hymn:-

“Now thank we all our God"” ..........

D.M.A.
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St Lawrence
Mereworth

| always read the ‘Rochester Link’ newspaper and this particular month they had a
double-page spread on church buildings, accompanied by photos, one of which was
our very own church. St Lawrence church was one mentioned and on a lovely sunny
day lan and | ventured forth.

What a grand entrance to this Grade 1 listed building. We were greeted by wonderful
Palladian-style pillars. St Lawrence is described as ‘the outstanding church in style,
ambition and architectural interest’. Believe me, it lived up to expectations. This site
Is not the original church site but this building was begun in 1744 and completed 2
years later. It has a magnificent spire and clock tower. The interior is Neo-classical
with marble-effect stone Doric columns. Looking up you can see the barrel-vaulted
ceiling painted ‘trompe-l'oeil’ style plus this church has a musician’s gallery which is
very unusual these days. Behind ‘bars’ you catch a glimpse of the monument to Sir
Thomas Fane which depicts him and his wife reclining. The churchyard features a
tombstone to ‘Benjamin Worthy Horne’. | wonder if his ancestors were Quakers.

Pat Campbell
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Dear Readers

In all the years that | have been producing Forward Move, never have | witnessed a
month with so many funerals. In fact, all five funerals took place over a seven day
period. That is unprecedented and (hopefully) won’t be repeated.

With some, the end came as a form of release from pain and suffering and in others,
a sudden and abrupt departure from this life. However and whenever we meet
Jesus, it is always a shock to those left behind.

| hope those who are grieving will find some comfort from the following words:

A Gaelic Blessing

Deep peace of the running wave to you.
———e— | Deep peace of the flowing air to you.

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.

Deep peace of the shining stars to you.

Deep peace of the gentle night to you.

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you.

Deep peace of Christ,
of Christ the light of the world to you.

Deep peace of Christ to you.

John Rutter

Amen
v \
o
Sue Shepherd
Editor
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ST. MARY KIPPINGTON

=

Rev’d Canon David Kitley, Vicar email: kitley@clara.net

MINISTRY TEAM
Rev'd Lynette Leithead, Associate Vicar

Ms Lisa Cornell (Ordinand)
Joan Taylor (Licensed Lay Minister)
Sharon Fishwick (Pastoral Assistant)

CHURCHWARDENS
Mrs Avril Hunter
Mrs Brenda Ross

TREASURER

Mr Chris Saunders
Kippingtontreasurer@hotmail.co.uk

PLANNED GIVING CO-ORDINATOR
Zoé Anderson
zoe.g.anderson@gmail.com

ORGANIST

Mr Len Ross
SUNDAY CLUB (3-11 years) YOUTH GROUP (11 years plus)
Mrs Jean Day Mrs Cathie Kitley
CENTRE MANAGER OFFICE AT ST. MARY
Mr Graham Roper Sue Shepherd
(01732) 451117
office@stmaryssevenoaks.orqg
FORWARD MOVE CHURCH WEBSITE
forwardmove@hotmail.com www.stmaryssevenoaks.orqg

If you no longer wish to receive a paper copy of this magazine, please advise
Sue Shepherd by confirming your postal address via email at
forwardmove@hotmail.com. Thank you.
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