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This annual community event takes place on 
Sunday May 24

th
, 2pm.  A great opportunity to re-

stock your garden, and even admire that of a 
neighbour! 

Please see p.15 for more details. 
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This magazine is free of charge.  Do take a copy. 
 

Our mission … 
To be a bridge between God and our community,  

sharing the love of Jesus and  
growing in worship, welcome and witness  
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Home groups and prayer opportunities for you to join us 
 
Home Groups: 
 
If you are interested in joining any of the 
groups listed below, do please phone the 
designated leader.  You are always assured a 
warm welcome.  Please remember that all our 
groups meet on a fortnightly basis, unless 
otherwise indicated. 

 

 
Tuesdays at 10.00am David Kitley  
 
May 12th   
May 19th   
 
We are studying the Diocesan course ‘Challenging poverty’ 
 
Any new members are very welcome. 
 
 

Tuesdays at 8.00pm Lisa Cornell  
 
May 12th and 26th  
 

Any new members are very welcome. 

 
 
Wednesdays at 10.00am Joan Taylor  
 
We are not meeting at all during May.  Our next meeting will be: 
Wednesday 7th June 
 

We would be very pleased to welcome new members, without commitment. 
 

Hour of Prayer at 7.30pm David Kitley  
 
We regret because of holidays this has been cancelled this month.  Do pray still! 
 

We invite you to join us to pray for our church family, that we may grow in faith and 
love and be an increasing blessing to our neighbourhood and our town. 
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Special treatment was reserved for juniors at the Secondary School I attended.  
Two dormitories (‘dorms’) were next door to one another, with thirty-four boys in 
each. The ‘big boys’ next door would haul us in one by one when they felt like it. 
You then had to push a coin along the floor with your nose – around a large group 
of lockers (cupboards) in the centre of the room.  Your behind was thus an easy 
target for whips.  These were made by rolling up the very threadbare towels that 
we were supplied with into what was called a ‘ram’s tail’ and used to flay your 
upturned sit-upon. Thick lines would be left where contact had been made. 
 
Does it sound like ‘Tom Brown’s School Days’? Well actually it was in Nairobi; they 
say the British are more British overseas than they are at home. To describe this 
‘treatment’ as an injustice would be a massive understatement.  It felt desperately 
unfair and humiliating, not to mention painful!  I seethed with resentment. The best 
one could do was to make no sound, so as to deprive one’s attackers the pleasure 
of hearing you cry. 
 
However I found a sort of comfort in what might be an unexpected source – the 
Bible.  I came across a verse where God is quoted as saying ‘Vengeance is mine; 
I will repay’. I was very pleased to see that somehow, one day, justice would win 
the day.  It was not for me to try to bring it about, but God would see to it. 
 
I was reminded of this by a recent leading article in ‘The Times’ (April 7th) where 
the writer was striking a note of warning to Nigerian Christians not to take revenge 
against Boko Haram.  After being on the receiving end of so much injustice over 
many years, Christians there could easily want to repay in like manner.  But such a 
response leads only too easily and too often to counter-revenge. Instead, a 
different way is called for – by their Lord and ours.  Jesus said ‘Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for 
those who mistreat you.’ (Luke 6:27-28) 
 
To quote from the article: ‘Jesus Christ gave himself in what his followers believe 
was the ultimate act of compassion. This Easter, if the Christians of Borno choose 
to emulate their teachers’ gentleness and hold themselves above the monstrous 
logic of Boko Haram, they will not only win international support. They will put 
themselves in the right.  There are times when mercy is the greatest victory of all’. 
 
How the world needs to hear this today!  What would have happened after 9/11 if 
the Americans had said ‘Enough is enough.  If we take action, yet more people will 
die.  We choose to show the world a different way.  We will do what our banknotes 
say, that we trust in God. Instead of hitting back, we will extend our overseas aid 
to the poorest people on earth...’  We can only dream of what might have 
followed.... 
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Change can only come one person at a time, with a change of heart.  It comes 
from following the One who tells us to love and to forgive.  We do not forgive 
people because they deserve it.  We forgive because we are told to – by the One 
who forgives us who do not deserve to be forgiven.  May we do the same. 
 

God was good to me at Nairobi School.  As time went by, one of the ‘ruffians’ in 
the dorm next door became school captain of swimming.  I swam for the school 
and we became good friends.  Together we were part of a small team that won 
every match in the house water-polo competition – great fun!  So the unpleasant 
memories of the first year became covered over in victory.   
 

The Bible says that God will never fail us as we put their trust in Him.  Let us all be 
encouraged afresh to put our hand in his, and be merciful as he is. 
 

With love in Christ, 

 
 

Planned Giving News 

As the tax year ended on Sunday 5th April, thank you letters for Planned Giving will 
be delivered/sent out during May, once the April bank statement has been 
reconciled. 
 

I now wish to stand down from the Planned Giving and Gift Aid role, so please 
contact me if you would be interested in volunteering for this position. It requires a 
commitment of around 2 hours a week which can be carried out at home.  I will 
happily continue until September at the very latest. 
 

Debbie Petrick 
 
 

To all who receive this magazine by post: 
 
Technology has moved on since churches began publishing magazines!  I am 
writing to you following a brief discussion at the March PCC meeting. 
 

We now have the capacity to email you the magazine.  The advantage of this for 
you would be that you could view the photographs in full colour! They do not come 
out well when sent through the printer, but you would receive them in colour and in 
focus. 
 

The advantage for us would be saving in postage – which has just gone up again!  
However we appreciate that some of you really prefer to hold a magazine in your 
hand, rather than view it in your computer, and so are prepared to continue 
posting it to you.  In view of increased costs we wondered if you would consider 
donating stamps towards the postage?   
 

In the mean time we will continue to post you each copy of Forward Move, with our 
very best wishes – 
 

David Kitley 
PCC chairman. 
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  Sevenoaks Counselling 
a professional service offered by Christians for the whole community 

 

ANNUAL OPEN MEETING 
  

Wednesday 13
th

 May 2015  

 

7.30pm refreshments 

8.00pm start 

 

 St Mary’s Church Centre,  

Kippington Road, TN13 2LL 

  

Shaun Lambert will tackle the subject: 
 

  

  

    

 

 

 

 

  

Shaun Lambert is a Baptist minister, counsellor, psychotherapist and 

author.  He is currently researching a PhD in Mindfulness from 

Biblical, Historical and Psychological Perspectives. 

  

Shaun begins a recent article on mindfulness with a hypothetical but 

probably true-to-life letter from a depressed Christian who is worried 

about trying a mindfulness based therapy because someone has told 

her she shouldn’t go there because mindfulness has Buddhist roots.   

  

He replied: 

‘All the main faiths discovered the gravity of awareness and 

attention very early on and developed different forms of mindful or 

meditative practice.... Because mindfulness is our universal 

capacity for attention and awareness, Christians, Buddhists and 

secular psychologists can engage with mindfulness in different ways 

and with different intentions.’ 
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Open Garden  
 

Bishopscourt 
 

 
Saturday May 16th 2015 

11.00am to 3.00pm 
 
 
 

Bishopscourt, 24 St Margaret’s Street, Rochester 
 

 

Teas, Home Made Cakes 
Plant Sale 

 
 

Entry: £2.00 Proceeds and donations to Christian Aid  
 

 
 

Wheelchair access. Dogs welcome on lead. Enquiries: 
07816 828439 
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Christian Aid Week - 10-16 May 
2015: 

 

LET’S WALK THIS WORLD                              
TOGETHER 

 

Afraid, alone, in pain: be the answer to Loko’s prayer  

this Christian Aid Week. 
 

For you can help transform the lives of women like Loko. 
 

Loko’s choice in life is simple:   

‘If I can’t collect firewood, my children will die.’ 

Four times a week, in a remote corner of Ethiopia, Loko makes a back-breaking 
eight-hour trip to gather wood. It’s a task she dreads, but she steels herself to 
do it because if she doesn’t her children will starve.  She prays to God as she 
walks. ‘I ask him to change my life and lead us out of this,’ she says. 

Just £5 could give Loko a loan to start her own business buying and selling tea 

and coffee, freeing her from her desperate task and allowing her to spend more 

time caring for her family.  £150 would buy a cow, which would change her life 

in unimaginable ways.  

 

Our Family Service on 3rd May will focus on Christian Aid so do come 

along if you would like to find out more about the differences our 

contributions can make.  

The good news is that individuals, communities and churches can make a real 
difference this Christian Aid Week. Last year, a magnificent 20,000 churches 
across the country helped raise over £12m for Christian Aid Week. Thanks to 
your efforts, many more people can look forward to a future free from poverty. 

As usual, there will be a house-to-house collection in and around our 
parish.  Please think seriously about whether you could volunteer to take 
on a short round convenient to where you live (10th  –  16th May).   

We will also be collecting at Sevenoaks’ Station each morning and 
evening.  All offers of help will be very much appreciated. 

Jean and Stephen Day 

 
 

 



 

8 

 

 

NEW BEGINNINGS IN APRIL 
 

 

 
April 7th  Dr David Harrison, aged 88 
 

 
 

 

 

We have but a short time to live. 
Like a flower we blossom and then wither; 

like a shadow we flee and never stay. 
In the midst of life we are in death; 

to whom can we turn for help, 
but to you, Lord, who are justly angered by our sins? 

Yet, Lord God most holy, Lord most mighty, 
O holy and most merciful Saviour, 

deliver us from the bitter pain of eternal death. 
Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts; 

hear our prayer, O God most mighty; 
spare us, most worthy judge eternal; 

at our last hour let us not fall from you, 
O holy and merciful Saviour. 

 

 

Coffee Rota 

 

 

Coffee and tea are served after the 10.30am services 
each Sunday in our church centre, along with drinks 
and biscuits for the children – and grown-ups!  This is a 
great way for us to get to know one another and to 
welcome newcomers.   
 
It is staffed by volunteers!  Please consider helping, 
telephoning Caireen with your offers. 
 

With grateful thanks from everybody! 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=poppy&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=0v8MpCfGoihatM&tbnid=iwyGX07wBtxEfM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.hennydonovanmotif.co.uk/giant_poppy_stencil1.htm&ei=ASsSUurZBoem0AXw6oH4Aw&bvm=bv.50768961,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFgei-efRmh0KZdINLD_-lbbDanug&ust=1377008733847977
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EVENTS TO LOOK FORWARD TO 
CALENDAR FOR MAY 

 
Sunday 3rd May      Fifth Sunday of Easter  
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.30am    Family Service in the Parish Centre 
 Crèche available.     Coffee afterwards. 
5.30pm  Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) – the service is early to 

enable us to go to:- 
7.00pm  Hustings for the General Election in St John’s United Reformed 

Church, as arranged by ‘Sevenoaks and District Churches 
Together’ – all welcome 

 
Tuesday 5th May 
7.30pm  Monthly Hour of Prayer at the Vicarage – please note change of 

date for this month 
 
Wednesday 6th May 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre 
8.30am Lunch Club Outing to Leeds Castle   
 
Thursday 7th  May  GENERAL ELECTION   
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee in the Parish Centre 
 
Saturday 9th May 
10.00am – 4.00pm  ‘Challenging Poverty’ Conference at Trinity School, Belvedere 
 This has been arranged by the Bishop of Tonbridge.   
 Ask David Kitley for further details or if you would like a lift. 
 
Sunday 10th May      Sixth Sunday of Easter 
   
 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK    
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.30am    Holy Communion (Common worship) 
 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche  
 Coffee afterwards in the Parish Centre 
6.00 -8.00pm   Youth Group Barbecue Party at the Daniel’s house   
 
Wednesday 13th May 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre  
7.30 for 8.00pm  Sevenoaks Counselling annual open meeting in our Parish 

Centre.  Speaker Shaun Lambert – “Does ‘MINDFULNESS’ have 
anything to offer the Christian?   All welcome 

 
Thursday 14th  May     ASCENSION DAY   
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee in the Parish Centre 
11.15am Holy Communion at Kippington Nursing Home 
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Sunday 17th May       Seventh Sunday of Easter 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.30am    Informal Morning Service 
 We welcome Kylie and Bhim – our CMS Mission Partners  
 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche  
 Coffee afterwards in the Parish Centre followed by a  
 Bring and Share Lunch with Kylie and Bhim. 
6.30pm No evening service 
 
Wednesday 20th May 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre 
 
Thursday 21st  May      
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee in the Parish Centre 
 
Friday 22nd May 
Deadline for articles for the June issue of ‘Forward Move’ 
 
 
Sunday 24th May       DAY OF PENTECOST 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.30am    Morning Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) 
 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche  
 Coffee afterwards in the Parish Centre 
2.00pm Plant Sale to raise funds for the ‘Madonna’ restoration  
 For more details or if you can help, please contact 
 Janet Eilbeck on (01732) 462121 
 
Wednesday 27th May 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre 
 
Thursday 28th  May      
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee in the Parish Centre 
 
Sunday 31st May      TRINITY SUNDAY 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.30am    Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche  
 Coffee afterwards in the Parish Centre 
 
 

CALENDAR FOR JUNE 2015 
 
Wednesday 3rd June 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre 
 Lunch Club meet at Coolings for a Cream Tea. 
 
Thursday 4th June 
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee in the Parish Centre 
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Sunday 7th June       SECOND SUNDAY OF TRINITY 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.30am    Family Service in the Parish Centre 
 Crèche available.     Coffee afterwards. 
6.30pm Evening Prayer (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
Wednesday 10th  June 
10.00am St Mary’s Monkeys in the Parish Centre 
 
Thursday 11th June 
10.00am Holy Communion  
10.45am Coffee in the Parish Centre 
11.15 Holy Communion at Kippington Nursing Home 
 
Saturday 13th June 
1.00pm Wedding of Matthew Harker and Rebecca Riley   
 
 
 
Sunday 14th June THIRD SUNDAY OF TRINITY 
 OUR 135th BIRTHDAY!! 
 
We welcome Chris Moffett from ‘Sovereign World Trust’ who will be speaking 
at both of our services today and our collection will be for the work of the 
Sovereign World Trust 
 
8.00am    Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
10.30am    Holy Communion (Common worship) 
 Youth Group, Sunday Club and Crèche  
 Coffee afterwards in the Parish Centre 
 BRING AND SHARE LUNCH AND BOUNCY CASTLE!! 
 
 
 

FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
19TH – 21ST June     OUR FLOWER FESTIVAL with the theme of ‘Joy to the 
World.’ 
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PLANT SALE,  24
th

 May 2015  
(Sunday afternoon of the bank Holiday weekend) 

 
 
The third annual plant sale is almost here.  This year we are fundraising for the 
Madonna restoration and any funds left over will go to an upcoming church 
project.    
 
The perennial plant stock is spread out all over my garden and the seeds and plug 
plants are developing quickly so the sale should be as big and varied as last 
year. From 4 May, I will fill planters and baskets on order and sell from home by 
arrangement as I know that some of you may be away for the bank holiday 
weekend.  
 
It would be wonderful to have help on the day or offers of another open garden or 
plants for sale. 
    
- On the day we will need people to help with the hall, to sell, to take money on the 
door and to bake cakes and help with teas.  
   
- In addition to the perennials, annuals and shrubs, we also have a raffle and a 
produce and gifts stall so if you could offer a prize or you have produce or suitable 
gifts, that would also be very helpful.  
 
Please come and support us and bring all your family and friends! 
 
Thank you for all offers of help so far. I look forward to seeing you very soon. 
 
Janet Eilbeck  
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Praying for 

others  
 

    ê does it 
work?? 

 

 

 

A day on Intercessory Prayer  
with  

The Ven. Simon Burton -Jones  

Archdeacon of Rochester  
 

 

 

Tonbridge Parish Church TN9 1HD  

Saturday 13
th

 June 2015  

9.45 am to 3 pm  
 

 

Bring your own lunch ð tea/coffee  provided  

For more details contact  
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judithhoward@weald.plus.com    01732 458285  

 
 

Diocesan Fellowship of Pray-ers 
 

Poetry Corner 

 

 
Lines Written in Early Spring 

 
I heard a thousand blended notes, 

While in a grove I sate reclined, 

In that sweet mood when pleasant thoughts 

Bring sad thoughts to the mind. 

 
 

To her fair works did Nature link 

The human soul that through me ran; 

And much it grieved my heart to think 

What man has made of man. 

 

Through primrose tufts, in that green bower, 

The periwinkle trailed its wreaths; 

And ’tis my faith that every flower 

Enjoys the air it breathes. 

 

The birds around me hopped and played, 

Their thoughts I cannot measure:— 

But the least motion which they made 

It seemed a thrill of pleasure. 

 

The budding twigs spread out their fan, 

To catch the breezy air; 

And I must think, do all I can, 

That there was pleasure there. 

 

If this belief from heaven be sent, 

If such be Nature’s holy plan, 

Have I not reason to lament 

mailto:judithhoward@weald.plus.com
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What man has made of man? 

 

 

William Wordsworth 

  
 
 

READERS AND INTERCESSIONS FOR APRIL 

 
All Readings at 8am are taken from the Authorised Version, readings at 10.30am, 
from the New International Version.  Copies of both versions available in church. 
 
Sunday 3rd May – Fourth Sunday after Easter (BCP), Fifth Sunday of Easter (CW) 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 1 John 4:7-19 
  John 15:1-8 
 

10.30am Family Holy Communion Philippians 4  v10-14 and   
  Intercessions:   The Nicholson Family 

 
Sunday 10th May – Fifth Sunday after Easter (BCP), Sixth Sunday of Easter (CW) 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Acts 10:39-48 
  John 15:9-17 
 

10.30am Holy Communion Acts 10:39-48 Dorothy Ashpitel   
  John 15:9-17 Elaine Brewer 
  Intercessions:   Laura Daniels   
 
Sunday 17th May – Sunday after Ascension Day 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Acts 1:1-11 
  John 17:6-11 
   

10.30am Informal Morning Service  
 Our CMS Mission Partners Kylie and Bhim visit and preach.  
  Ezekiel 36:24-28 Carolyn Bush                              

  Acts 1:1-11 Alan Chart 
  Intercessions: Irene Rea  

 
Sunday 24th May – Pentecost 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Acts 2:1-17 
  John 15:26-16:7 
 

10.30am Holy Communion Acts 2:1-17 Laura Daniels  
  John 15:26-16:7 Ed Daniels 
  Intercessions: Dorothy Ashpitel 
  
  
Sunday 31st May – Trinity Sunday 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Isaiah 6:1-8 
  John 3:1-8 
 

10.30am Holy Communion Isaiah 6:1-8 Stephen Day 
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  John 3:1-9 Janet Eilbeck 
  Intercessions: Roger Fishwick 
 
 

 

 

St Mary’s Church  

Speldhurst 

  

Hands up everyone who has visited St Mary’s in Speldhurst. Why should you go? 

Any of you who are interested in Edward Burne-Jones should pay a visit as there 

are nine windows based on his designs. 

  

You enter the church through a sturdy wooden door into a spacious interior. In fact 

this is, effectively, the third building on this site. The first probably required 

alteration and the second caught fire in 1791.  A dramatic picture of the fire can be 

seen in the Tunbridge Wells art gallery and museum. The windows are 

magnificent, particularly the one behind the altar which includes the striking use of 

pink glass. The chancel has a fine wooden gate which I closed behind me as a 

lively puppy in training was having his first look at the interior of the church. There 

is an unusual carved oak reredos which is worth a look.  Many of the memorials to 

the local great and the good have been placed in the space under the church 

tower. 

  

My parting tip is as follows:  Wonder around the church in the morning, pop across 

the road to the George and Dragon for a spot of lunch, then on to Tunbridge Wells 

to promenade along the Pantiles. 
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Pat Campbell 
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On why people should ALWAYS sit in the same pew 

   
 

 
From The Rectory 

St. James the Least 
  
My dear Nephew Darren 
  
I have to say that the couple who complained that you never noticed they had 
been missing from church for a month had a point. There is a simple way of 
noticing when someone is absent: everyone sits in the same pew. Every Sunday. 
Always. 
  
Little Miss Margison sits in the pew after the third pillar on the right here at St. 
James the Least. As she walks up the aisle, you can sense her counting the pillars 
until she reaches the right one, which then allows her to sit in front of it. I have 
speculated that if I ever had that pillar removed, then the following Sunday, she 
would have a complete mental collapse.   
  
One Sunday a visiting family arrived early and sat down; three people in an empty 
church seating 200. Colonel Wainwright and his wife were the first of our regulars 
to arrive and froze in horror.  The Colonel said in a deafening whisper to his wife:  
“There’s someone sitting in our pew.” 
  
At least they had the grace – no matter how reluctant – for one week, to sit 
somewhere else. Unlike the Prentice family of husband, wife and three children, 
who arrived to discover that a visiting family of husband, wife and four children 
were sitting in their pew; six people in a pew that held eight.  Or, it normally holds 
eight. That Sunday, it held thirteen. 
  
We at least have one iconoclast in Miss Pemberton, who makes a point of sitting 
in a different place every week. This thoroughly unsettles the rest of the 
congregation, who fear she may sit in their seats during her nomadic wanderings.  
I sometimes wonder if she has a chart at home with all the pew spaces marked on 
it and she strikes one off each week as she returns home after Mattins. 
  
Occasionally the unexpected can happen. Mrs Cholmondeley arrived one week in 
good time, settled herself in her accustomed place, but half-way through the 
Service suddenly ran out of the building. Ten minutes later, she was back and in 
her usual place once again. It was only when the church filled with the smell of 
burned bacon that we understood. 
  
That is why replacing pews with chairs in your church was a mistake. Pews can 
never be moved.  You know where everybody is – or should be! 
   
Your loving uncle, 
  
Eustace 
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PRAYERS TO SHARE 
 

“Our blest Redeemer, ere he breathed 
His tender last farewell 

A guide, a Comforter bequeathed 
With us to dwell” 

 
In May this year we travel through the last two weeks when Jesus walked the 
earth, meeting his disciples and friends with his greeting  “Peace be with you” and 
continuing to teach them telling them to go out into the world to spread his Good 
News, before blessing them and being “taken up into heaven” as Luke tells us.  
For us, here is a modern prayer for Ascensiontide:- 
 
 “Dear Lord, at this happy and holy season, help us to see that the real 
 footprints of your ascension are to be found, not upon a mountain-top 
 near Jerusalem, but in the marks and tokens of the witness of your 
 disciples here and now, living and serving in the presence of their ascended Lord.” 

 
Journeying on towards Trinity Sunday, the last day of May, we contemplate once 
again the mystery of God, Three in One and One in Three.  But all are Love, and 
we sing with joy and praise in the last verse of another hymn:- 
 
    “Holy, Holy, Holy!    

Lord God Almighty! 
    All thy works shall praise thy name’ 

 in earth and sky and sea, 
    Holy, Holy, Holy!    

Merciful and mighty! 
    God in three Persons,  

blessed Trinity.” 
 
On the way we come to Pentecost, when the disciples being all together the Holy 
Spirit came “like wind and fire” to each one of them.  This was the Counsellor, the 
Spirit of Truth, that Jesus had promised would come to them, to bring them 
guidance, to be a new strength for them.  This is a gift that we have too so let us 
see, as a prayer, some lines from yet another hymn:- 
 
    “Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost. 
    Taught by thee, we covet most 
    Of thy gifts at Pentecost, 
    Holy, heavenly Love. 
 
    Shed on us, who to thee sing, 
    Holy, heavenly love.” 

 
 

D.M.A. 
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Church Trail 
 
A member of the congregation kindly passes me copies of The Church Times. 
What might be a dubious blessing has me fascinated, delighting in the quality of 
the writing and the discovery that it isn’t strictly ‘party line’. 
  
From a recent issue: ‘Discipleship is the new C-of-E-speak. To those who use 
such language it is second nature; they have no idea of how odd it sounds to 
those Anglicans for whom ‘Discipleship’ conjures up images of Galilean fishermen 
with tea towels on their heads’. Or this: ‘When did the peace become a chaotic, 
free-for-all intermission, and what can be done to apply some sanity to this part of 
the service of worship?’ 
  
A favourite columnist is Angela Tilby: ‘In church life, relations between men and 
women are less flirty than they once were, but it’s observable that women who 
dress in high heels, low-cut tops, and short skirts (preferably leather) are often the 
conservative Evangelicals’. A thoughtful point from Simon Parke: ‘TV companies 
do not trust the audience to handle a reflective pause in proceedings, and they 
panic. But Wolf Hall doesn’t panic. It removes both haste and distraction, and in 
the half-light, says: “Look here.” 
  
There is amusement: ‘In the village where we live, I seem to have two traditional 
parts to play over the festive season; the first is to play Father Christmas, and the 
second is to produce mulled wine in industrial quantities’. And the back page 
interview throws-up interesting insights and anecdotes: ‘Gary, the vicar, was on 
the phone and asked me to sit with a young chap who was waiting to see him. I 
talked to him, found he had just come out of prison, had no confidence. I 
remember asking him if he had a girlfriend. “She wouldn’t look at me now.” I told 
him how good-looking he was, to buy some chocolates and a few flowers, to talk 
to her. The next day, Gary said, “What did you say to him? He’s so much better!” 
  
Let me know if you would like to discover The Church Times and I will pass-on 
copies. 

 
Ian Campbell 
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Dear Readers 
 
A week ago, I managed to astound myself.  I’ve always considered myself to be 
the opposite of ‘green fingered’.  Give me a plant and I’ll generally kill it, even 
when I’m assured it is impossible to kill! 
 
I was putting some fresh compost around my Hosta, which was just showing signs 
of waking up after the Winter, when I accidentally knocked off one of its tiny 
shoots.  Oh me, oh my, what had I done?  I rocked back on my heels feeling 
dreadful.  Not expecting anything to happen, I stuck it in a tiny pot of damp 
compost and hoped for the best.   
 
I plucked up the courage to check on it yesterday, and it had not only opened up, 
but had sprouted a new leaf.  It had no root system to speak of, at least nothing 
that could be seen by the naked eye, yet it was thriving.  I was filled with a total 
sense of astonishment. 
 
My baby Hosta is a good example of us as humans, trying to live without God’s 
nurturing love.  The little shoot would have had no hope of survival had it not been 
able to access a food source.  Those of us who don’t acknowledge that God loves 
us, are trying to live to our full potential without our souls being nourished.  For a 
while we live, bur are we actually growing as people?   
 
One excellent way of starting the growing process is to spend just five minutes a 
day somewhere quiet and peaceful and just be alone with your thoughts.  You will 
feel stronger as a result because whether you believe it or not, God will be with 
you. 
 

Sue Shepherd, Editor 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here, 
Come bow before him now, with reverence and fear. 
In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground, 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant king of Light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 
 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place, 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him; 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 
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